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Researching Your Historical 
Home�

Emily Beugen, Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association!



Resources Available�

✤  Abstract or Torrens title certificate!

✤  Minneapolis Development Review Kiosk - Public Service Center!

✤  Hennepin County History Museum and Library (http://hennepinhistory.org)!

✤  Library of Congress website (http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov)!

✤  Ancestry (www.ancestry.com)!

✤  Neighbors!

✤  **James K. Hosmer Special Collections, Minneapolis Central Library  (
http://www.hclib.org/about/locations/special-collections)!

✤  **Minnesota History Center - Gale Family Library (http://sites.mnhs.org/library/)!

✤  **Northwest Architectural Archives - University of Minnesota!

** denotes helpful resource for famous architect or owner!



Definitions�

✤  Abstract - A written history of all recorded documents and proceedings 
related to a property, kept in a single large document (sales, mortgages, 
liens, court proceedings).  Abstract records are kept by the county recorder’s 
office. !

✤  Torrens - A newer, frequently used recording system.  Certificates of titles 
are kept by the county registrar and provide conclusive proof of ownership. !

✤  Legal Description - The official definitely of a parcel of land, including 
information about the property’s location and boundaries!

✤  Building Permit - A city-issued document allowing the construction of - or 
changes to - a structure.  Original building permits date to the time of 
construction.  !



Minneapolis Development Review Kiosk�
Public Service Center�

Room 300 250 South 4th Street Minneapolis 55415     http://www.minneapolismn.gov/mdr/index.htm!
Phone Number: 612-673-3000 Hours: Mon - Wed, Fri 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.!



Retrieving Original Residential Permit�

✤  Builder!

✤  Architect!

✤  Original square footage!

✤  Original home-owner!

✤  All additional work completed 
on your home!



Original Owner!

Original Owner!
Architect!
Builder!

Original Owner!Original Dimensions of Home!



Retrieving Remaining Residential Permits�

✤  Visit Kiosk at the Public Service Center !

✤  Hennepin Country Library digitalcollections.hclib.org  
Minneapolis Building Permit Index Card Collection!





Hennepin History Museum�
2303 Third Ave South Minneapolis 55404�
612-870-1329 history@hennepinhistory.org�
www.hennepinhistory.org�
�

✤  Phone books - reverse look-up (1930)!

✤  Bob Glancy Real Estate Collection!

✤  Call the museum to have them pull any photos or 
documentation they may have on your address!

✤  Take a visit through the museum!!



Library of Congress�

✤  http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov!







Ancestry�

✤  Family Trees !

✤  Descendant information!

✤  Census results!

✤  Could lead to photographs!
Albert Gluck 1734 Irving Ave So!

Gluck - Sharp Family Tree.  Ancestry Family Tree Search. Retrieved Jan 15, 
2017, www.ancestry.com!



Why is this important?�
Connecting you to your home for preservation purposes�

✤  “Preservation represents commitment to remembering the past and 
preparing for a sustainable future”!

✤  “Demolition and new construction not only consume present-day 
energy, but negates and wastes the past energy investment made in a 
building.”!

✤  “The architecture of your home is a direct and substantial 
representation of history and place.”!

✤  “It is important to remember that the act of demolition is irreversible.  
No amount of regret, redoubled effort, or expense can possibly bring 
back a lost historic structure.”!

✤  (2017) Benefits of Historic Preservation.  Washington Trust for Historic Preservation. Retrieved May 12, 2017, http://preservewa.org/Benefits-Historic-Preservation.aspx !


