
Lowry Hill Neighborhood Association Board Minutes  
 
Tuesday April 6, 2010  
 
Attendees: Madeleine Lowry, Kathy Bryn, Melissa Townley, Marty Broan, Janet Hallaway, Brian 
Hols, Brian Meeker, David Weinstein, Jimmy Fogel, John Gridley, Anita Tabb, Craig Wilson.  
 
Excused Absences: Brian Austin, Jolane Jones. 
 
Guests: Council Member Lisa Goodman; Barry Lazarus, President Friends of Thomas Lowry Park. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President, Janet Hallaway, noting a quorum 
was present. The agenda was approved (Broan, Meeker). Introductions followed.  
 
Announcements:   Walker Library, now part of the Hennepin County library system, is 
considering expansion again and has assembled a Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) for input.  
A developer has proposed a hotel for the current Walker Library site, a new parking ramp for 
the Uptown YWCA and a new library spanning the Midtown Greenway adjacent to the 
Hennepin Avenue overpass.  It is important that Lowry Hill have representation on the CAC as 
well as other forums like those pertaining to the Southwest LRT line.  If you are interested in 
serving, please contact Janet Hallaway at jhallaway@comcast.net. Hennepin County is looking 
for a temporary hazardous waste drop-off location in Lowry Hill to incent residents to dispose 
of hazardous wastes responsibly.  In the past the Masonic Temple hosted the event in their 
parking lot.  Hennepin County is looking for a site.  Marty Broan volunteered to help identify a 
site. 
 
Honorable Council Member Lisa Goodman: Lisa announced the next Lunch with Lisa will take 
place April 28th at 12:00 PM at the City Hall.  Attendees will tour and learn about the City’s 911 
center.  If you are interested in attending, please RSVP with the Ward 7 office at 673-2207. Lisa 
also passed out the March Newsbites, with current Ward 7 and Minneapolis news and events. 
If you would like to subscribe to “Newsbites”, please contact Councilmember Goodman’s office 
at 673-2207.  With both sadness and pride, Lisa announced that her Aide Doug Kress received a 
Bush Fellowship to attend Harvard and will be leaving his position effective July 1st.  Lisa is 
looking for a new Aide.  Sidewalk repair and replacement will begin soon for Lowry Hill; the City 
is on a 10 year cycle.  Property owners will be assessed for sidewalk replacement.  Craig Wilson 
volunteered to contribute an article to the May Hill and Lake Press regarding the issue.  It’s 
census time again.  At the time of the meeting Lowry Hill had a 51-60% response rate.  
Historically Lowry Hill has had a 69-74% response rate (2000).  Filling out census forms is 
required by law.  Accounting for residents also brings resources to our community.  Please fill 
out your 2010 census forms. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: John Gridley reported that LHNA has $28,790 in its accounts.  LHNA 
received $55 in income and had $340 in expenses (service charges and a $270 National Register 
of Historic Places plaque). 
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Committee Reports:  
 
Annual Meeting—The annual meeting will be help May 18, 2010 from 6:00 – 8:30 PM at The 

Walker Art Center.  The evening begins with a social hour from 6:00 -7:00 with the meeting 

taking place from 7:00 -8:00 PM.  A cash bar will be available. 

LHNA Annual Meeting Agenda 

¶ Welcome 

¶ Election of New Board Members 

¶ Treasurer’s Report 

¶ Message from LHNA President Janet Hallaway 

¶ Message from Honorable Council Member Lisa Goodman 

¶ Emerald Ash Borer Presentation by Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Director of 
Park Forestry Ralph Sievert, with audience q&a folllowing 

 
This meeting is an opportunity for Lowry Hill residents to learn more about what’s taking place 
in our neighborhood. Ralph Seivert, Director of Forestry for the Minneapolis Park Board, will be 
our keynote speaker.  He will address resident concerns about the impact of the Emerald Ash 
Borer in Lowry Hill and the park board’s response plan.  
 
Zoning and Planning – The Heritage Preservation Commission unanimously approved historic 
designation for 1900 Colfax.  Many Lowry Hill residents and LHNA board members contributed 
enumerable time and energy to this aim.  The final step is for the City Council to consider 
designation in early summer 2010.  Burch Pharmacy will be closing, adding another 8,000 
square feet of vacant retail space on Hennepin Avenue (additional vacant spaces include former 
Hollywood Video, Auriga, Minneapolis Floral, etc).  The space will likely be subdivided into 
smaller spaces.  Discussion ensued about parking constraints in the vicinity and a desire to 
attract a sound retail mix.  CM Goodman reminded people that the spaces are in close 
proximity to transit and density and will likely attract sound retail and pedestrians.  Marty 
Broan will work with the Walker Art Center and other partners to consider installing “art 
installations” in the storefront windows.  Board members expressed much nostalgia for Burch’s 
seasonal window displays. 
 
Environment – LHNA is partnering with Friends of Thomas Lowry Park on an Arbor Day event on 
May 22nd at Tomas Lowry Park.  The family event will celebrate Arbor Day with tree planting, 
food and festivities.  Learn how to properly plat a tree!  Gift certificates to Tangletown Gardens 
will be available with proceeds benefiting Thomas Lowry Park.  Lake of the Isles Earth Day clean 
up is scheduled for Saturday April 17th from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  LHNA volunteers will meet in 
the playground area in across from the Kenwood Rec Center and then will head out.  Gloves 
and bags will be provided.  Kenwood Trial planning continues.  Janet Hallaway is meeting with 
stakeholders and will report to the board at the next meeting.  Thomas Lowry Park request for 
NRP funds: 



 
Motion: To allocate $12, 767 in NRP funds for irrigation and gateway enhancements as 
proposed by the LHNA Environment Committee and Friends of Thomas Lowry Park (FTLP) 
(Wilson, Gridley). 
 
The Environment Committee and FTLP have been developing a plan to enhance and better 
maintain Thomas Lowry Park since Summer 2009.  Input from eight Environment Committee 
meetings, five LHNA board meetings, a community meeting and a design charrette contributed 
to an LHNA approved Planting Plan (passed March 2010) and the proposed motion to allocate 
NRP funds.  FTLP submitted a report and spreadsheet of proposed enhancements.  The 
enhancements are divided into 4 phases.  The first phase was completed in 2009 with the 
purchase of the urn and garden planting at Colfax and Douglas.  The second phase, the subject 
of the proposed motion, is to fund irrigation and gateway enhancements in 2010.  The third and 
fourth phases are for additional plantings along seven pools (which will still enable people to 
access the water) and new and refurbished beds throughout the park (2011-12).  The proposed 
allocation for the second phase will leverage a match from FTLP for a total investment of 
$25,000.  Included in the proposal is a “maintenance fund” for any future repairs to the 
irrigation system. LHNA Board Members expressed support for the project and hope that as 
FTLP matures as an organization, it will have broader reach and will be able to self fund 
projects.  
 
Motion carried (11-1, Weinstein). 
 
The date of the next meeting is May 18 at the Walker Art Center.  Please visit us at 
www.lowryhillneighborhood.org  and contact us at lhna@lowryhillneighborhood.org.   
 
Upon motion duly made (Broan) and seconded (Wilson), it was voted (12-0) to adjourn at 
9:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Craig Wilson 
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