Lowry Hill Residents, Inc.

Minutes

February 12, 2008

Attendees:  Marty Broan; Brian Hols; Bill Kell; Janet Hallaway; Jolane Jones; Beth Kehoe; Madeline Lowry; Sara Peterman; Chris Psihos; and Craig Wilson

Excused Absences:  Andrew Berton; David Graham; Rob Reul; and Steve Gudeman  

Guests:  Meeting was attended by thirty one guests from Lowry Hill and East Isles, Minneapolis Police Lt. Gary Manty, Chelsea Adams - Crime Prevention Specialist, Tim Reardon – Director of The Bridge for Youth, Sherman Patterson - Office of the Mayor, and Robert and Kate Anderson.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by President, Craig Wilson, noting a quorum was present.  Introductions were made and announcements followed.  

Treasurer Brian Hols reported that the financial situation of the board is sound.

Tim Reardon, Director of The Bridge for Youth, welcomed attendees.  President Craig Wilson explained the Good Neighbor Agreement concept in current discussions between The Bridge and LHRI and EINA which involves an Advisory Committee made up of members from each organization who will meet periodically to work towards open communication.

Community Issues:  One resident expressed concern about Property Taxes.  One resident expressed concern about crime.  Another resident expressed concern about the high volume and speed of traffic on Fremont Ave.

Committee Reports

Crime and Safety:  Anita Tabb encouraged attendance at the upcoming Crime and Safety Meeting which will be held on Thursday, February 21st at 7pm at Kenwood Rec Center.   Anita also reported that plans are in progress for the upcoming Porch Light Safety Campaign.  She provided a copy of the Impact Statement drafted for the home invasion crime for review.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted that LHRI shall send a Community Impact Statement to the Assistant Hennepin County Attorney regarding the home invasion crime which occurred in Lowry Hill on November 3, 2007.
Special Crime Report:  A special focus on the recent violent crime against neighborhood resident Robert Anderson was presented which included a review of the events of the crime by Beth Kehoe.  Next Kate Andersen presented the experience of the family as pertains to details of the crime and police investigation.   Discussion focused on concern about crime and ideas of how to take action to make the neighborhood safe.

Chelsea Adams, Crime Prevention Specialist, participated in the Special Crime Report by reviewing some tips for residents.  She encouraged residents to report all criminal activity, including suspicious activity.  She instructed residents to turn on exterior lights, lock doors, and keep valuables out of sight.  Chelsea currently sends trend information, can perform a home security check, and she encourages residents to get on the e-alert list.  612-673-2923:  Luther Krueger is gathering a database of all security cameras in the city for crime investigations.  Contact him at 612-673-2923 if you have security cameras on your property.

It was announced that an account for Robert Anderson has been opened at Mainstreet Bank.  Anyone who wishes to help defray the expenses that resulted from this crime may do so at the Lowry Hill office of Mainstreet Bank (2120 Hennepin Avenue).  Checks should be made payable to Robert Anderson. 

Communications Committee:  Janet Hallaway and Beth Kehoe provided an update on the survey data gathered for the web site and logo design project.  Volunteers are needed for hosting and selling tickets for the Annual Wine Tasting.  Madeleine Lowry agreed to work on this project.  

Planning and Zoning:  Craig Wilson reported on plans for the upcoming design charrette to discuss development concepts for the area just west and south of downtown as a follow up to the recent Town Hall Meeting.  The design charrette is planned for a Saturday in April.  An update on 1724 Colfax was provided by Anita Tabb. The Planning & Zoning Committee has met and not objected to the current request for variance.   The Planning & Zoning Committee is working to develop a process by which the board will address variance requests.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted that LHRI shall not object to the variance request for the property located at 1724 Colfax Ave South.

Environment:  Chris Psihos reported there will be a meeting with the Park Board this month to coordinate efforts on the Tree Replacement Plan.  Marty Broan reported on the current work on the Lake of the Isles islands.   The work will focus on buckthorn removal and burn.

Parade:  Marty Broan reported that the Parade Task Force continues to meet and focus on three items:  1) they monitor plans regarding the Parade road construction, 2) they continue to work on citizen involvement (CAC) for the development planned to the Parade site, and 3) they will research the new assessment for Park Dedication Fee.

The date of the next meeting is Tuesday, March 4th, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. at Kenwood Rec Center.

We welcome public attendance at all monthly Board Meetings and all Committee Meetings. 

Communications: last Tuesday of month at Hallaway Residence, 7:30pm

NRP Committee: third Tuesday of month at  Sebastian Joe’s, 8 pm

Crime & Safety:  third Thursday of month at Caribou,  7pm 

Planning and Zoning: third Tuesday of month at Caribou, 8 am

Environment:  third Tuesday of month at Caribou, 8 am 

Parade:  Tuesday, March 4th at Kenwood Rec Center, 6pm

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to adjourn at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sara Peterman, Secretary  

